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underground springs, but also thieves and  murderers and
unknown ways.    In cutting it you should say, " God greet
thee, thou noble twig!    With God the Father I seek thee,
with God 4:he Son I find thee, with the might of God the
Holy Ghost I break thee.    I adjure thee, rod and sprig, by
the power of the Highest that thou shew me what I order,
and that as sure and clear as Mary the Mother of God was
a pure virgin when she bare our Lord Jesus, in the name of
God the Father, God the Son, and  God the Holy Ghost,
Amen !"1    In Berlin and the neighbourhood they say that
every seventh year there grows a wonderful branch on a
hazel bush, and that branch is the divining-rod.    Only an
innocent child, born on a Sunday and nursed in the true
faith, can find it on St. John's Night; to him then all the
treasures of the earth lie open.2    In the Tyrol the divining-
rod ought to be cut at new moon, but may be cut either on
St. John's Day or on Twelfth Night.    Having got it you
baptize it in the name of one of the Three  Holy Kings
according to the purpose for which you intend to use it: if
the rod is to discover gold, you name it Caspar ; if it is to
reveal silver, you call it Balthasar ; and if it is to point out
hidden springs of water, you dub it Melchior.3    In Lechrain
the divining-rod is a yearling shoot  of  hazel   with   two
branches; a good time for cutting it is new moon, and if
the sun is rising, so much the better.    As for the day of
the year, you may take your choice  between St. John's
Day, Twelfth  Night, and  Shrove  Tuesday.    If cut  with
the proper form of words, the rod will  as  usual discover
underground springs and hidden treasures.4
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that the hazel branch which is to
serve as a divining-rod should be cut
at midnight on Good Friday, and
that it should be laid on the altar
and mass said over it. If that is
done, we are told that a Protestant
can use it to quite as good effect as a
Catholic. See E. Meier, Deutscht
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sq.t No. 268. Some of the Wends of
the Spreewald agree that the divin-
ing-rod should be made of hazel-
wood, and they say that it ought to